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• • • 
"// you pour yourself out for the 
hungry and satisfy the desire of the 
afflicted, then shall your light rise 
in the darkness . . . " 
Isaiah 58:10 
The Mennonite Central Commit-
tee in 1965 continued serving as 
one of the Mennonite brotherhood's 
channels through which individuals 
and congregations could "pour 
themselves out for the hungry and 
. . . the afflicted" in the name of 
Christ. It was a turbulent year both 
in North America and abroad, but, 
in retrospect, we are thankful to 
God for the way in which our 
people have been able to get in-
volved in the problems and needs 
of those who hunger for food, shel-
ter, health, learning, and, most im-
portant, for the Christian Gospel 
of love and reconciliation. 
It is impossible, of course, to 
assess fully the accomplishments of 
this past year because the results 
of our work are in the hands of 
God. It is our prayer that the ex-
penditures of energy, time, talent, 
and resources may in small meas-
ure at least have lifted the crush-
ing burden of fear, doubt, and des-
pair from the shoulders of those 
whom we tried to assist. 
The following are some of the 
trends and events of 1965 for which 
we are especially grateful: 
First, the relationship between 
the MCC and the Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ mission boards 
is growing continually more close. 
We meet with the secretaries of 
these boards once or twice each 
year to consider matters of mutual 
interest. As we have opportunity, 
we try to strengthen the work of 
the mission boards by providing 
assistance in times of emergency 
and skilled personnel. 
Second, it appears to me that 
the formation and outworking of 
MCC (Canada) has been an ex-
ceedingly constructive development 
in our brotherhood. A more de-
tailed report on its first full year 
of operation appears elsewhere in 
this report. 
Third, support of our program 
no longer comes exclusively from 
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North America. In 1965 the Euro-
pean Mennonites contributed $23,-
000 to our overseas relief efforts, 
including donations for the parcel 
program to the Soviet Union and 
other East European countries. And 
the Mennonite churches of Japan 
and India want to offer volunteers 
for an enlarged program in Viet-
nam. 
Fourth, we cannot forget that 
the work our organization is doing 
is possible only because committed 
Christians in our churches are giv-
ing generously of themselves and 
their resources. At present 765 peo-
ple are serving in the various pro-
grams. This is an increase of 56 
over a year ago. 
The past year, however, was also 
a time of sorrow. Harvey W. Taves, 
who served as one of our adminis-
trators in Canada for 12 years, died 
unexpectedly May 11, 1965. We 
have already missed his contribu-
tion these months since his passing, 
and we will continue to miss him. 
In February, 1965, Paxman Leon 
Yoder was forced to return to the 
United States from his assignment 
in Indonesia because of cancer. He 
passed away April 5. 
Overseas projects are usually 
short-term undertakings, but the 
phasing out or refocusing of any 
project always brings special prob-
lems with it. During 1965 steps 
were continued to turn projects in 
Greece and Indonesia over to local 
private, church, or government or-
ganizations. Our relationship to the 
Paraguayan Mennonites, likewise, 
is in transition as the report on 
South America on a later page 
points out. 
The decision during 1965 to en-
large our relief and service program 
in Vietnam was difficult because of 
the unpredictability of the war situ-
ation, the possibility of having our 
efforts identified with U.S. military 
actions, thus negating our projects' 
effectiveness as a peace witness; and 
the need to set up a program 
through which other American 
Protestant groups could also chan-
nel their relief workers and funds. 
We believe we have made the right 
decision in planning a four-fold in-
crease in the number of volunteers 
and a ten-fold increase in the Viet-
nam budget. 
Financially, one of our biggest 
disappointments during 1965 was 
the $36,000 year-end deficit in our 
overseas program fund. The prob-
lem of too little giving for the over-
all relief and service program 
abroad was caused in part by the 
marked increase during the year of 
donations which were designated 
for special projects, leaving the 
main overseas fund short. 
The Peace Section, with its multi-
faceted work in the field of recon-
ciliation, received strong financial 
support in 1965 after weak contri-
butions in 1964. However, this ur-
gent endeavor will need even more 
financial support in the coming 
years if it is to carry out its unique 
task successfully. 
The following reports, written by 
administrators as well as observers 
of our program, give the reader a 
good overall summary of what the 
Mennonite Central Committee at-
tempted to do during 1965. 
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"In a world of rapid change," 
wrote Herbert Swartz, MCC Jor-
dan director, recently, "it seems 
easier to study past progress than 
to accommodate to present evolu-
tionary development. Beneath the 
surface of Jordan's deserts and hills 
yesterday lies safely hidden. In the 
minds and hearts of Jordan's peo-
ple, today must accommodate the 
promises of tomorrow." 
Yesterday MCC tried to respond 
to the urgent needs for food and 
clothing by Jordan's thousands of 
refugees. Today the need of this 
country is for steady economic 
progress. To achieve this goal, there 
must be a gradual curtailment of 
the large material aid program of 
former years in favor of self-help 
undertakings which will benefit in-
dividual families. 
In 1965 Ernest Lehmans super-
vised the distribution of clothing to 
approximately 2,000 refugee fam-
ilies, and David Ott was in charge 
of the flour distribution to 14,000 
social cases. More than 500 Jor-
danian women are now able to 
supplement their family income 
through the self-help needlework 
program which has grown signifi-
cantly in the past year. 
Our interest is not only in the 
economic development of Jordan; 
we are also interested in building 
the church here. Schools offer an 
excellent opportunity to work at 
both concerns. 
The boarding school at Hebron, 
with 92 boys enrolled in 1965, and 
the preparatory boarding school at 
Beit Jala, which served 58 boys, 
will be consolidated into one pro-
gram to be located at Beit Jala be-
ginning in 1967. 
Our diversified efforts in Algeria 
must be seen against the backdrop 
of a country which is economically 
on an austerity budget, socially in 
the process of arabization, and re-
ligiously leaning toward secularism 
with considerable religious freedom. 
In a community development 
project in an eastern Algerian val-






taken steps to integrate our efforts 
more closely with the leaders of 
the community. For this purpose 
a community council was formed. 
It has representatives from each of 
the major family groupings in the 
area and will give direction to 
MCC's efforts in dairy farming, 
poultry and rabbit raising, garden-
ing, crop improvement, and a me-
chanical training center. Any major 
changes in our program will be 
made in consultation with this coun-
cil. In the first meeting of this 
group there was strong feeling that 
the community's educational facili-
ties needed to be improved. We are 
convinced that involving the com-
munity leaders in the decision-mak-
ing process will make our work in 
this community more effective. Ap-
proximately 30 workers are in-
volved in the various phases of the 
MCC program in Algeria, which is 
part of the Christian Committee for 
Service in Algeria. 
Burundi is an African county of 
turmoil and crisis. It is estimated 
that during an October uprising 
3,000 people were killed and 7,000 
left homeless. Some relief supplies 
were used in meeting the resulting 
emergency needs. MCC volunteers 
Menno Hildebrand and Stanley 
Freed have channeled material aid 
to Protestant mission schools, dis-
pensaries, and hospitals. A rehabili-
tation center for handicapped peo-
ple has been teaching trades such as 
carpentry, weaving, and sewing. 
Substantial supplies of clothing, 
food, and medication were shipped 
to the Congo during 1965 for dis-
tribution to the more than 400,000 
Angolan refugees in the lower Con-
go and to Congolese fleeing the 
rebels in the Kwilu province near 
Kikwit and eastern Congo. Many 
villages were destroyed and mission 
stations burned in Kwilu during 
1964. At that time many people 
went into hiding. They are only 
now beginning to come out, and 
most of them are in pitiable con-
dition. There are more than 118,-
000 such needy people in Kwilu. 
John Kliewer, Mennonite Brethren 
missionary located at Kikwit, says 
that half the population will die 
prematurely because of severe mal-
nutrition. 
The dozen MCC Paxmen in the 
Congo are assigned to mission or-
ganizations. Not only do they ren-
der a valuable service to these 
groups, but they also help tie the 
more than 40 mission groups more 
closely together in a common Chris-
tian fellowship. 
The Teachers Abroad Program, 
now in its fourth year, expanded 
to 60 teachers in Africa in 1965. 
These volunteers have significantly 
strengthened Christian education in 
Nigeria, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, 
Malawi, and the Congo. In several 
instances they made it possible for 
schools to meet the staff require-
ments necessary for government 
financial assistance. 
The case of John and Joann 
Smith at Bbuji Mayi in the Congo 
is a dramatic illustration of how 
TAP is responding to the push for 
education in Africa. In 1960 MCC 
played a major role in the reloca-
tion of 6,000 Mennonites who were 
forced to leave Kwilu province and 
resettle at Mbuji Mayi, then known 
as Bakwanga. Under the leadership 
of Archie Graber, MCC helped 
them to build homes and to estab-
lish a church. In 1965 when they, 
together with the Presbyterian Con-
golese church, needed to add higher 
grades to their secondary school, 
MCC again came to their assistance 
and assigned John and Joann Smith 
to their school. The Smiths are the 
only expatriate teachers here. Were 
it not for their presence and their 
carrying of a heavy teaching load, 
this school would likely not func-
tion. As one might expect, this new-
ly formed institution is at times 
somewhat disorganized and it does 
not have all the equipment which 
might be considered even mini-
mally e s s e n t i a l . T h e s e circum-
stances, however, make the assign-
ment all the more challenging. 
v 
Over 1,050,000 lunches were 
provided to children in Hong Kong 
and India by MCC during 1965. 
During 1965 the people of Asia 
experienced even more than their 
usual share of suffering—the escal-
ation of the war in Vietnam, the 
border clashes between India and 
Pakistan, the widespread famine in 
India, and an attempted coup in 
Indonesia. One encouraging devel-
opment was the signing of the Ja-
pan-Korea normalization treaty. 
The flow of refugees into Hong 
Kong has been stopped, but there 
are still many needy people on the 
hillsides, rooftops, and in the musty 
tenements of this colony. 
One of the main aspects of the 
MCC's effort in Hong Kong is a 
feeding program for school chil-
dren. Seven hundred thousand 
warm meals were provided last 
year. North American sponsors 
provided financial support to 250 
school children who would not have 
been able to go to school without 
this assistance. Sponsors also helped 
200 families in the Family-Child 
Assistance program. Ten thousand 
Christmas bundles were distributed. 
The MCC's work at the Laskapur 
and Sripur refugee settlements near 
Calcutta, India, is focused on 
health, education, self-help, and 
some emergency relief activities. 
Five thousand chickens were dis-
tributed to help families get started 
in poultry raising. An average of 
1200 children received milk daily 
through two milk kitchens. The em-
broidery project through which 
women were given part-time em-
ployment to make items for sale 
in North America expanded. Three 
hundred children were helped to 
go to school here through the Edu-
cational A s s i s t a n c e sponsorship 
project. 
MCC personnel work in close 
cooperation with the Mennonite 
Christian Service Fellowship of In-
dia (MCSFI). Much attention was 
given in 1965 to plans for a hospi-
tal to be built north of Calcutta in an 
area where refugees have been re-
Asia 
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settled. The hospital will be the re-
sponsibility of MCSFI. MCC will 
provide some medical personnel and 
financial support. 
Four Paxmen served in Nepal 
with the United Mission to Nepal 
during the year. One young man 
served at Okhaldunga, an eight-
day's walk from Kathmandu, the 
capital. He supervised 70 workers 
in the construction of two dispen-
saries. And four Paxmen served in 
Pakistan. Two of them have been 
operating tractors in land-leveling 
projects, making it possible for 
fields to be irrigated. Another Pax 
fellow was given major administra-
tive responsibility in the relief pro-
gram in East Pakistan and later in 
the year in West Pakistan in the 
absence of the regular directors of 
these programs. 
A significant development in In-
donesia during the year was the 
establishment of a Mennonite sem-
inary at Pati. It is a joint project 
of the Javanese and Chinese Men-
nonite churches, with support from 
the Mennonites of Europe and 
North America. 
MCC personnel continued to 
help in the medical program of the 
Javanese Mennonite Church. On 
the island of Timor they assisted 
the church in an agricultural train-
ing and extension program. Assis-
tance to the church on the island 
of Halmahera in medical and agri-
cultural work is being brought to 
completion. 
One of the newer aspects of the 
work in Taegu, Korea, is the Fam-
ily-Child Assistance plan in which 
North American sponsors help sup-
port a child in a family and provide 
benefits for other members of the 
family as well. One hundred and 
thirty families are receiving such 
assistance. This is one way to pre-
vent destitute families from aban-
doning children to orphanages. To 
qualify for help, a family must plan 
an acceptable project for becoming 
self-supporting. Loan funds are then 
made available to them. 
Another project is designed to 
provide better care for children who 
are in orphanages. This is the Child 
Care Training program which trains 
orphanage personnel. Two courses 
were given last year to 49 persons. 
City and provincial governments 
are cooperating in this effort. 
The Mennonite Vocational School 
at Kyung San near Taegu has four 
main divisions—orphanage, school, 
farm, and extension work in 10 
villages surrounding the school. The 
school has been accredited by the 
government as a technical high 
school. About 200 boys live and 
study there. 
In Vietnam the number of refu-
gees increased from 80,000 at the 
beginning of the year to 750,000 
by the end of 1965. MCC expanded 
its program in this country to meet 
some of the growing needs. Church 
World Service gave the MCC pro-
gram a boost by making personnel, 
supplies, and funds available. The 
number of volunteers in Vietnam 
increased from five to eleven during 
the year. 
Material aid distribution in and 
around Saigon increased signifi-
cantly. About 160,000 loaves of 
bread were given to needy families 
in Saigon each month. MCC was 
not able to arrange for transporta-
tion of large quantities of supplies 
into the interior, but it did arrange 
for the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development to airlift smal-
ler quantities of supplies into high-
land regions to aid needy mountain 
tribespeople. 
The medical work at Nhatrang 
in cooperation with the National 
Evangelical Church was also ex-
panded. Over 40,000 persons were 
treated in the outpatient clinic pro-
gram during the 12 months. The 
35-bed hospital consistently regis-
tered a census of over 50 patients. 
After some delay, a medical team 
was also sent to Pleiku. 
"When the time comes that we 
no longer need the material help 
of MCC," said a leading German 
Mennonite, "we will still need 
MCC." Material aid was no longer 
given in Europe after 1962, but 
MCC has stayed on and feels that 
it is both needed and welcome. 
With the changing economic situ-
ation, our program emphasis has 
also shifted. Our unofficial motto is 
not for but with the European Men-
nonites. With them we work in 
underdeveloped countries, especial-
ly North Africa and Greece, with 
them we gave 134 young people 
the chance last year to participate 
in 12 workcamps and in year-round 
service. With their participation in 
the trainee program, 37 European 
young people are in North America 
now and 27 North Americans are 
living and working for one year 
in Europe. 
But perhaps one reason why we 
feel our presence is still, or again, 
needed and wanted has to do with 
material things after all. A profes-
sor of one of the universities with 
which we have fruitful contact re-
cently wrote, "Unfortunately one 
faces indifference! I do not blame 
our young people for having be-
come selfish. We do not give them 
a better example. God is not bless-
ing our effort because more is 
needed on our side." 
The late C. F. Klassen, foresee-
ing this development 15 years ago 
and casting about for a possible 
solution, used to say, "They must 
come under the Word." One at-
tempt to give young people an 
opportunity to come "under the 
Word" was made in the founding 
of a Bible school which today is 
the Bienenberg. MCC is happy to 
be a part of this institution, provid-
ing teachers, Paxmen, occasionally 
cash, and sharing in the administra-
tive responsibilities. 
Another attempt is made through 
Europe 
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the production of Christian litera-
ture. European book shelves are 
full and yet there are some serious 
gaps, not in the volume but in the 
emphasis. Agape publishing house 
tries to fill some of these gaps with 
DVBS and Sunday School material, 
peace literature, a book on ethics, 
and others. A biographical novel on 
Menno Simons is to be published 
early in 1966. Agape is only ten 
years old now and still needs our 
support. 
The professor complained, "Un-
fortunately one faces indifference." 
That is very true. Nevertheless, 
there are young people with a con-
cern for church renewal and some 
of them are helped to find handles 
through the trainee program. Some 
of them return to Europe, not to 
catch up on time and money "lost," 
but to volunteer a year or two in 
MCC service. When they sign the 
record of agreement to serve in 
Algeria or Greece, in Frankfurt or 
the Congo, and their churches sup-
port this decision, something very 
wonderful has happened to the in-
dividual and to his church. The 
churches also collect clothing and 
blankets for the poor and make 
cash contributions for the ongoing 
program. 
Politically, the Berlin problem is 
as unresolved today as it was 20 
years ago even though Vietnam and 
Rhodesia capture the headlines. 
The situation is bad and the attitude 
of many people is worse. Many be-
lieve a violent conflict is inevitable 
and one must argue from a position 
of strength. Consequently the mili-
tary build-up is evident everywhere. 
In the midst of this, we take seri-
ously the charge as "ambassadors 
of Christ" (II. Cor. 5:20) seeking 
ways for an effective ministry of 
reconciliation. Conversation with 
brethren in socialist countries in-
clude participation in the Christian 
Peace Conferences (Prague) and a 
team of nine last June going to East 
Germany and Czechoslovakia pre-
pared to discuss "Christian Obedi-
ence in a Divided World." In West-
ern Europe the dialogue is with 
leaders and ministers of the non-
Historic Peace Churches which re-
cently led to the publishing of a 
popular "Confession of Peace." 
One of the few, possibly the only, 
places where Mennonites have a 
direct encounter with the Orthodox 
Church is in Greece through our 
volunteers in Macedonia and Crete. 
After more than 12 years of agri-
cultural demonstration and experi-
mentation, teaching home econo-
mics, and more recently Bible dis-
tribution, MCC feels the time has 
come to move on. It is gratifying to 
know that the work begun will be 
continued by the Greeks. 
Of the Crete program, Bishop 
Irineos who invited us there, writes, 
"Not only myself but my assistants 
and all the people here are very 
pleased with them (MCC volun-
teers). Please convey our thanks 
and congratulations to their families 
and MCC offices. I hope that we 
will have God's blessing in this 
work which is inspired by His love 
and serves the love, cooperation, 
and peace of our people and 
churches." 
Beyond Greece in far-away Si-
beria a family knelt down to give 
thanks for a parcel received through 
MCC-Frankfurt, which last year 
handled about $18,000 for this 
service. "Before mother opened her 
parcel," writes her son in the West, 
"she knelt down with her son and 
daughter-in-law to thank the Lord 
for the wonderful gift. The children 
also wept. The men have not had 
such shirts before and are very 
thankful. The children jumped with 
delight at the sight of the toys and 
the women are so pleased with the 
sewing materials and the winter 
clothing." 
When an Indian brother in Para-
guay comes and requests an inter-
pretation of Matthew 5:42 where 
Jesus says, "Give to him that asketh 
of thee and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not thou away," 
what do you say? This, and other 
similar questions are on the minds 
of Mennonite church members in 
Paraguay who live in close proxi-
mity to new Christian Indians who 
have been settled and are being 
shown how to earn a livelihood 
from the soil. 
The Indians, who not too many 
years ago were not even counted 
among the citizens of Paraguay, are 
now teachers in day schools, teach-
ers of the Word, farmers, and home-
makers in their own right. There 
are more than 1,700 baptized In-
dians and more are being added 
annually to a church that shows life 
and promise. Already the Indians 
are talking about forming a confer-
W h y not an Indian conference? 
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ence. (Why not? Mennonites have 
conferences, don't they?) 
Missions and colonies are trying 
to find the right balance between 
the extremes of paternalism on the 
one hand, and indifference on the 
other in their attitude toward the 
Indians. More attention needs to 
be given to church and religious 
leadership training, education in 
health and hygiene, homemaking 
and child care, as well as education 
in the responsible management of 
finances. And this needs to be done 
without making the Indian depend-
ent on the white man for leadership 
and counsel. 
MCC is entering a new era in 
its relationship to the Mennonites 
of Paraguay. Talks begun over a 
year ago have matured to the point 
where the Paraguayan Mennonites 
have formed a consultative council 
consisting of the committees of 
colony administrators and church 
and conference leaders. This coun-
cil will serve as MCC's point of 
contact with the "church" and 
"state" of Mennonite communities 
in Paraguay. All questions and 
problems that MCC workers en-
counter may be brought to it for 
consideration. As this relationship 
matures, it is hoped that the council 
will assume an increasing number 
of administrative responsibilities 
and functions. 
Only 15 percent of the patients 
treated by the two nurses at the 
MCC health center in Tres Palmas, 
Bolivia, are Mennonites, the rest 
are Bolivians. Although the Men-
nonites cannot be considered as be-
ing wealthy, the majority of Boliv-
ians are poorer, and medical care, 
if it were not provided by MCC, 
would be out of reach for many 
of them. Patients that require more 
extensive treatment are referred to 
doctors and hospitals in Santa Cruz. 
On weekends MCC workers here 
have Sunday school classes for 
Spanish speaking children. 
Several Paxmen in Bolivia are in-
volved in a heifer and hog project 
and they also provide seeds to 
farmers. Others work in agriculture 
extension projects under a Method-
ist mission. 
The 770 Mennonites in Bolivia 
are not a very homogeneous group 
and it is difficult to know how to 
relate to them all. Steps have been 
taken to involve the Tres Palmas 
and former Menno Colony people 
in the work of the health center. 
The leaders of the "Canada" Men-
nonites are reluctant to relate to 
MCC or to the other Mennonite 
colonists. 
Uruguay is in a crisis. The peso 
is one-third of its former value and 
the government has not been able 
to cope with the country's econo-
mic problems. As one drives on 
paved highways through the beauti-
ful countryside dotted with groves 
of planted trees, one is amazed at 
the large flocks of sheep and sprawl-
ing herds of high quality cattle. 
The sleepy towns of the interior 
are a sharp contrast to the hustle 
and bustle of modern Montevideo. 
It is hard to believe that conditions 
are as critical as they are made out 
to be, but Mennonites in Uruguay 
are deeply concerned about the fu-
ture. Import restrictions have de-
layed progress in developing the 
dairy industry. Cash crops are the 
chief source of income for most 
of the rural Mennonites. 
A year ago it was decided at a 
meeting of Mennonite Brethren and 
General Conference church leaders 
in Brazil to work with MCC in 
sending volunteers to the Gurupi 
Colony in the northeastern part of 
the country. Five Mennonite work-
ers are serving at the colony now. 
They are providing nursing services, 
mechanical, and agricultural ser-
vices, home economics training, 
kindergarten, and any other types 
of assistance that will help the fam-
ilies in the settlement get established. 
Paxman Daniel Gingerich, an agricul-
tural extension volunteer, fords one of 
the many streams in Bolivia. The bi-
cycle is well suited to this region. 
He assists Mennonites and Bolivians. 
In Korea MCC coordinated Food for 
Work projects during 1965. Several 
dams were built in rural areas. Work-
men were paid with U.S. surplus com-
modities made a v a i l a b l e by CWS. 
A handicapped African, a former beg-
gar, arrives at Project Handicap in 
Burundi on a donated cart. He is re-
ceiving instructions in needle craft. 
He made the shirt he is wearing. 
Henry Friesen completed a three-year 
term under the Teachers Abroad Pro-
gram in Kenya in 1965. He returned 
for a second term, this time as inspec-
tor for the Kenyan Education Ministry. 
The Mennonite boarding schools at 
Hebron and Beit Jala, Jordan, enrolled 
150 boys during 1965. These schools 
strive for academic excellence and 
seek to provide a Christian home. 
Three happy Calcutta boys with their 
Christmas bundles. They are all from 
very poor families, and are supported 
by MCC's educational assistance plan. 
MCC received 40,665 bundles in 1965. 
An egg incubator at Henchir Toum-
ghani, Algeria, is operated by John 
Bert. Five Paxmen and an agriculturist 
are engaged here in the populariza-
tion of b e t t e r f a r m i n g techniques. 
Here's an everyday scene at the MCC 
clinic in Tres Palmas, Bolivia. Nurse 
Mary Willms hands a newborn baby 
to a proud Bolivian mother. Eighty-five 
percent of her patients are Bolivians. 
Antje Lijsbeth Koopmans of the Nether-
lands is a trainee assigned to the VS 
unit at Mennonite House, Atlanta, G a . 
She works with pre-school children at a 
low-income, integrated housing project. 
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95,231.00 50,700.00 357.075.18 51,667.02 
$ 776,098.05 $356,554.94 $504,679.17 $520,497.74 
1 Conservative market value. 
2 Christmas, layette, and leprosy bundles; school, medical, and 
self-help supplies; soap. 
3 The cash item of $65,097.65 includes administrative costs for 
the entire Europe-North Africa program, nonreimbursable freight 
on material a id , and East-West services in behalf of Mennonites 
in Eastern Europe. 
4 Administered by Voluntary Service. 
5 Includes MCC's cooperative share in the Agape-Verlag publish-
ing program. 
Note: Totals in this summary do not coincide with disbursement 
figures in the Financial Summary on the back page because this 
summary covers the total expenditures of the Foreign Relief and 
Services and International Education programs and the overseas 
portions of the Peace Section and Voluntary Service programs. 
Poverty is a word which has 
been used by Canadians and U.S. 
people often to describe the plight 
of other nations. Only in recent 
years has there been a significant 
recognition of the poor among us. 
Researchers have concluded that 
poverty—a poverty no less painful 
or demeaning than that of under-
developed nations — enslaves one-
fifth (40 million) of the American 
people. For millions of our fellow 
country men, talk of vocational and 
social opportunity is little more 
than a mockery. They are trapped 
in the vicious cycle of poverty 
which makes them forever outsiders 
in an affluent society. 
As painful and inhuman as pov-
erty may be, Voluntary Service is 
not a broad-scaled, general attack 
on poverty. VS is simply an effort 
to help needy individuals and fam-
ilies where they are. 
VS focuses on such individuals, 
for example, as the woman who 
came to a hospital to deliver a 
baby. Previous hospital practice 
had been to refuse patients who had 
not had prenatal care. A VS doctor 
who had been assigned to the hos-
pital recently weighed the options. 
The pregnant woman looked ane-
mic and frail, the likelihood of 
complications was great. He real-
ized that his professional services 
were urgently needed in this situ-
ation. But what if serious compli-
cations should arise? This could 
seriously jeopardize his professional 
standing, and it might encourage 
other women to neglect prenatal 
care. Furthermore, he was not offic-
ially on duty, and this was not his 
patient. While fellow staff members 
and members of the hospital board 
debated what would be the proper 
course of action, the young VS doc-
tor quietly delivered the baby. 
Another example of the type of 
person who receives VS assistance 
is the mother of seven children 
whose husband had just died. 
Among other things, she expressed 
concern about the harvesting of her 
garden, knowing how urgently this 




Director, Voluntary Service 
lonely winter ahead. Her nurse and 
a VSer walked up the winding dirt 
road, through several hollows, to 
see if they could help. They found 
a 12 year old boy carrying the fam-
ily water up a difficult, half-mile 
trail. The water was muddy and 
had given the family stomach 
cramps. But with their own well 
dry, it was the only water available. 
The mother had left lunch for the 
children, and had taken the vege-
tables to her parents' home because 
she did not even have the necessary 
facilities to can them. The family 
was touched by the interest which 
had been demonstrated in their wel-
fare. 
VS is a Christian ministry to 
people such as the woman from the 
Appalachian mountains who was 
dying of cancer, but who, in spite 
of her illness, gave as much as she 
received. Although she had strong 
family ties like most of the people 
in that area, most of her relatives 
had moved north to look for work. 
She spent many lonely, painful 
hours in the hospital. She never 
complained even when she was un-
Fred Dick works with young fellows 
at Junior Village, Washington, D. C. 
able to eat her food. On such oc-
casions she would attempt to ar-
range her plate so that it would 
cheer the kitchen workers when it 
was returned. Smiling, she would 
greet the VS worker who came to 
visit her as a member of the hos-
pital auxiliary with a "howdy, 
honey." To the hospital she was a 
welfare patient, but to the VS 
worker she had given a priceless 
memory. 
VS aims also at individuals such 
as the young boy who grabbed a 
basketball and climbed up a tree 
to shout at full lung pressure, "Go 
tell all white people I hate their 
guts, I hate their guts, I hate their 
guts . . . " Only through love and 
patience was it possible for a VSer 
to establish a meaningful relation-
ship with this young man. 
A VSer during 1965 also had the 
experience of working with an 
alcoholic, bootlegging father who 
was dangerous to his family. On 
this occasion it was necessary for 
the volunteer to testify in behalf 
of the family and thereby partici-
pate in the process of sending the 
man to prison. 
Still other examples of the in-
dividuals with whom VSers worked 
during the year are a mental hos-
pital patient who was very de-
pressed and who attempted suicide 
—only after the VS worker had 
spoken to him at some length was 
the patient able to regain his com-
posure—and a 13 year old boy who 
was committed to a correctional 
institution because of his deviant 
behavior. The latter case presented 
a continuous challenge as the staff 
tried to direct him toward construc-
tive citizenship. 
VS is a ministry to "the least of 
these." During 1965, 120 volun-
teers served at 24 locations—hos-
pitals, children's centers, schools, 
etc. — in Canada and the United 
States. Another 30 volunteers un-
der the VS department were as-
signed to projects in the Carribbean. 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto the least of these ye have done 
it unto me." 
Mary Pauli undergoes some eye tests 
as a VS normal control patient at 
the N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e s o f Health. 
RKRY 
* % 
Robert Souder helps with pre-schoolers 
at a low-income At lanta housing unit. 
A VS teacher at St. Anthony, New-
foundland, instructs a Sunday school 
class as part of her " e x t r a " services to 
the church in the community. Thirteen 
VSers are teaching in this province. 
Jay Springer checks on a joint chicken 
project he has started with a would-be 
farmer in the D o m i n i c a n Republic. 
Dr. John Engle, one of three VS medical doctors serving in Appalachia, examines 







When the nearby courthouse 
clock struck midnight the cluster of 
debaters on the sidewalk finally dis-
persed. The discussion had started 
after a regular 2V2-hour meeting of 
a study group on church-state re-
lations. 
What question held ten people 
busy for four hours? That night it 
was this: How much should the 
church attempt to influence public 
morality through support for legis-
lation, such as liquor control or 
Sunday closing laws? 
This study group was one of 
twelve that met during the past year 
to struggle with problems of 
church-state relations, an area of 
growing complexity. In October 
representatives of these groups and 
others involved in church adminis-
tration met in Chicago to draw to-
gether conclusions. 
This concern to discover the rele-
vance of biblical faith for the prac-
tical problems of Christian life in 
today's world and to bear witness 
to it by word and action is what 
brings together the peace commit-
tees of the Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ churches in the work of 
the Peace Section. 
What are these problems in to-
day's world? Conflict, revenge, vio-
lence, suspician, pride, discrimina-
tion, exploitation, and greed, to 
name a few. To these the Gospel 
has a ready answer: reconciliation, 
forgiveness, nonresistance, trust, hu-
. mility, love, acceptance, service, and 
generosity. But the problems and 
answers rarely confront each other 
in the simple contrasts of these 
labels. The task of Christian peace 
and social concerns is first of all to 
sensitize the eyes of faith to see the 
problems and then to confront them 
with the Gospel answers in ways 
appropriate to our calling. That re-
sponse was made in numerous ways 
during 1965, of which the following 
are illustrative. 
One of the highest walls of suspi-
cion in our world is between Com-
munist and non-Communist nations. 
Five Christians from the Soviet 
Union visited Mennonite commu-
nities in Kansas. After an evening of 
frank discussion, one of the host 
ministers said, "The cold war can 
never again chill me as it has in the 
past because now I know that those 
on the other side are human beings 
like myself." 
The walls built by mistrust are 
even higher between the West and 
China. When Ferd Ediger repre-
sented the Peace Section at a Wash-
ington conference on China, he was 
told, "It may be that only those 
Christians who have rejected the 
national idolatry of militarism can 
mediate the gulf of hatred on both 
sides." That is the record of a chal-
lenge, not an accomplishment. 
Between the Christians of Japan 
and Korea are deep-seated resent-
ments because of past hostilities be-
tween the two nations. But at a 
work camp arranged by peace work-
er Carl Beck from Japan and the 
MCC Korea staff 23 young people 
from both countries discovered that 







The disciples of Christ were giv-
en authority and power to cure dis-
eases and Christ sent them forth to 
heal. This commission has never 
been revoked. Diseases have chang-
ed, greater knowledge about what 
causes them has been developed but 
the basic commission has never 
changed. . 
For the mentally ill, however, 
there were centuries of hopeless-
ness. Even today mental illness is 
often seen as hopeless. Take John 
Simons who could not adjust to his 
teen-age struggles and was placed 
in a state mental hospital. In this 
hospital two physicians cared for 
3,000 patients and as a result John 
received no medical attention. After 
nine years he died. Some felt that 
he died out of sheer neglect. 
Someone in a similar position 
was brought to a mental hospital 
built by the community and the 
church and staffed with people who 
are committed to the idea that if 
people are given a chance, if the 
best of medical skill is combined 
with Christian compassion, hope 
can be rekindled in their lives. 
Within six weeks this patient was 
returned to society and at present 
is functioning in society. Not all of 
her problems are solved—nor will 
they ever be! She sees a psychiatrist 
once a week and is still on medi-
cation but because the family has 
cooperated with the healing process, 
and because the church has not 
rejected her even while she is a 
mental patient she has received new 
hope for life. The healing resources 
of scientific knowledge and the 
church are working together to re-
build her life. 
Problems vary with each individ-
ual. Some are far more difficult to 
solve than others. Yet the church 
has an obligation to help to bear 
these burdens and it does so will-
ingly because there is remarkable 
evidence to indicate that where hope 
abounds there new life is created. 
Take the Yoder family. They 
have a mentally retarded child. A 
child psychiatrist and their pedia-
trician had spoken compassionately 
yet clearly about the future. Now 
the pastor also related himself to 
this situation. They discussed vari-
ous organizations in the community 
to which they could relate and they 
also talked about how they felt 
towards God in the light of this 
experience and how the church peo-
ple were receiving them and their 
newly born child. They were told 
that camps exist for families with 
retarded children. Here families 
discover how many of our popula-
tion have similar burdens and they 
share in worship and fellowship as 
family units. In this way the church 
becomes a healing and sustaining 
community even in cases where 
there is little hope for change or 
cure. 
Not all ills can be cured. Yet the 
hope that comes to us through 
someone greater than we are makes 
it impossible to label any illness as 
incurable. The One to whom all 
authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given is the One who sends 
us forth to heal. 
It wasn't Christmas like usual in 
the small rural Manitoba commun-
ity of Homewood. There were the 
usual larger and smaller family re-
unions, to be sure, but the occasion 
for at least one of them was unique. 
Members of the H. E. Friesen 
family had come from Prince Al-
bert, from Portage la Prairie, and 
from Pauingassi to bid farewell to 
sister Susan, a nurse, and her hus-
band, David, a minister and social 
worker. 
The David Neufelds of Leaming-
ton, Ontario, were preparing for an 
early 1966 departure for Vietnam 
to enter the rapidly expanding Men-
nonite Central Committee relief 
program in that war-ravaged south-
east Asia country. 
Their December 26 hometown 
commissioning symbolized the way 
in which Mennonites in Canada 
were joining their American and 
other brothers around the world in 
the international ministry of com-
passion. 
Actually, they had been working 
MCC 
(Canada) 
Frank H. Epp 
Editor, Canadian Mennonite 
together with Mennonite Central 
Committee ever since its founding 
45 years ago, but the year 1965 
meant a special kind of participa-
tion for it marked the first full year 
of operation for MCC (Canada). 
Organized in December of 1964, 
MCC (Canada) united about 56,-
000 baptized Mennonite and Breth-
ren in Christ people in about 450 
congregations and 10 conferences 
for more effective witness and ac-
tion. 
From the central office of MCC 
(Canada) in Winnipeg the ministry 
of compassion was promoted. Funds 
amounting to about $402,619.18 
were collected. Clothing and other 
material worth about $367,331 was 
collected and dispatched from the 
eastern and western shipping depots 
at Kitchener and Yarrow, respec-
tively. About 350 one-horse culti-
vators were sent in aid of Indian 
resettlement in Paraguay. A total 
of 170 MCC workers from Canada 
were serving. Thus, in many and 
varied ways the churches of Canada 
Thousands of persons attending the national exhibitions in Toronto (above) and 
Vancouver were reminded of the world's needs and that "peace is the will of God ." 
joined in the international relief 
mission. But they also took a closer 
look at domestic needs, largely 
through the reorganized provincial 
MCC organizations. 
In Ontario, for instance, 85 young 
people from 52 congregations took 
a week-end off to discuss Christian 
imperatives for peace at the Chesley 
Lake campgrounds. Said one teen-
ager: 
"Pacificism is a Christian virtue, 
and not only a Mennonite doctrine. 
As a result our response should be 
a voicing of our opinions and be-
liefs in present-day world situa-
tions." 
And in Manitoba 40 Mennonite 
businessmen, imagining themselves 
to be Fred Schroeder, president of 
the Schroeder Pen Manufacturing 
Company, wrestled with some of 
today's thorny moral issues in busi-
ness, while on the west coast a spe-
cial committee studied labor rela-
tions. 
In Saskatchewan, the establish-
ment of a treatment center for emo-
tionally disturbed children was ap-
proved for study and the super-
vision of the Montreal Lake Chil-
dren's Home was continued. 
In Alberta some Roman Catholic 
Cree Indian children in the north-
ern community of Anzac added 
their $78.56 to the material aid and 
cash donations of the MCC (Al-
berta) constituency. 
In the province of British Co-
lumbia, a peace witness booth was 
set up for the first time at the 
Pacific National Exhibition in Van-
couver after the manner of a simi-
lar veteran project in Toronto. 
A witness at Expo'67, the world's 
fair to be held in Canada's centen-
nial year at Montreal, and a contri-
bution to other centennial projects 
was under consideration. 
The work of Mennonite Disaster 
Service likewise entered the orbit of 
MCC (Canada) activity, whose 
rapidly expanding program at the 
end of 1965 may make necessary 
more adequate facilities and addi-
tional staff. 
There were a lot of next-door 
neighbors in the United States who 
needed Mennonite Disaster Service 
help during 1965. Floods in the 
Pacific Northwest raged during De-
cember, 1964, and January, 1965, 
and homes close to rivers and 
streams suffered untold damage. In 
response to these emergencies our 
congregations sought out those who 
needed help, and assisted them in 
sorting through their mud-soaked 
belongings, cleaning up the dirty 
A volunteer cleans up "muck" after the 




Executive Coordinator, MDS 
mess, and on a few occasions even 
rebuilding their homes and other 
structures. 
Then the late spring thaws 
brought record-breaking floods to 
the Mississippi river valley from 
northern Minnesota down to Han-
nibal, Missouri. All along this line, 
Mennonites swarmed in from both 
sides of the river to help sandbag 
levees, patrol the dikes to discour-
age looting of evacuated homes, 
and then to dig through the grime 
and muck to help clean out the 
dwellings after the waters had sub-
sided. 
The tornado season came early, 
even while the rivers were still 
flooding, and reached a climax on 
Palm Sunday, when 43 individual 
twisters were recorded. The heavi-
est damage and loss of life occurred 
in northcentral Indiana. Many Men-
nonite families were directly af-
fected by the disaster. The intense 
need brought brotherly assistance 
into the picture from all sides dur-
ing the emergency handling of the 
wounded and the dead and the 
feeding of those left homeless. Then 
Mennonite Disaster Service system-
atically set up a convoy of workers 
from ten surrounding states and 
provinces and maintained an or-
ganized operation of cleanup and 
rebuilding throughout the spring 
and summer months. 
Meanwhile, other tornadoes were 
cropping up at irregular intervals, 
and individual units responded of-
ten to stricken areas near their 
homes. And then came the flash 
floods, mostly in Kansas but also 
in Missouri and Colorado. Farm 
work was again pushed aside as 
Mennonite, Brethren in Christ, and 
Amish volunteers responded to the 
calls for aid from unknown neigh-
bors. 
The count of man-hours spent 
in cleaning up was forgotten as the 
disaster-weary MDSers labored. 
Eventually they were able to lay 
down their emergency gear and go 
back belatedly to the sowing, culti-
vating, and harvesting of their own 
crops. 
The Mississippi church rebuild-
ing program was closed out in April 
after MDS had worked with the 
Committee of Concern in the erec-
tion of 26 churches damaged by 
bombings or fires. Most of the par-
ticipating Mennonites were from 
the northern states or Canada. Their 
initial appraisal was that their serv-
ice in the name of Christ had en-
abled them to become well recog-
nized throughout that part of the 
racially tense Southland as emis-
saries of reconciliation. 
Then to climax the year, late in 
the hurricane season, "Betsy" 
swung across the tip of Florida and 
carried a tidal wave into sections of 
the Gulf coast surrounding New Or-
leans. Thousands of homes were 
left uninhabitable. Again Menno-
nite Disaster Service organized a 
convoy of help from nine northern 
states to help southern Mennonites 
respond to this need in the name of 
Christ. Here the work was that of 
rebuilding houses. MDS spent $13,-
000 on its projects in Louisiana, 
and the government poured mil-
lions of dollars of additional funds 
into the state, illustrating the inten-
sity of the need. In this situation 
about 160 MDS volunteers each 
gave one or two weeks of person-
alized help to selected families who 
were unable to repair their dam-
aged homes. 
MDS is not an isolated witness. It 
is a new cutting edge, as one per-
son has said, but it also undergirds 
the total ministry of the church. 
The following paragraph from a 
letter received by the Mennonite 
Hour, Harrisonburg, Virginia, from 
a listener in Ford, Kansas, illus-
trates this point: 
"I hear and enjoy your program 
every Sunday . . . before I attend 
church. I would like very much to 
have a copy of the sermon. . . . 
Your people do a wonderful work. 
During the bad flood in Dodge City 
this past summer, the Mennonite 
people from a neighboring town left 
their wheat standing in the fields 
and came to help clean up the 
homes." 
MDS volunteers from many regions 
used their skills to help tornado 
victims in Indiana. They provided 
an estimated $175,000 worth of labor. 
Financial Summary 
For the Year Ended November 30, 1965 
WE RECEIVED 
Gifts of Cash 
Gifts of clothing, bedding, food supplies, etc., from 
churches and individuals 
Gifts of food items from the United States Government 
Receipts of the four mental hospitals 











Mennonite Disaster Service 
Mennonite Mental Health Services 
Mental Hospitals 
Other Expenditures (Note 2) 
Gross Receipts Over Expenditures 
Change in Funds Expended or Held for Specific Purposes 
Net Resources Over Expenditures 
Available Fund Deficits, December 1, 1964 













Note 1: Material aid repayments, trainee repayments. Teachers 
Abroad Program salaries. Voluntary Service personnel earnings, and 
headquarters housekeeping and housing income are included in 
this amount. 
Note 2: Certain categories of interest expense, and depreciation, 
as well as headquarters housekeeping and housing expenses are 
included in this amount, 
indicates red 
PEACE, RELIEF, AND SERVICE COMMITTEE 
Brethren in Christ Church 
Since 1940 the Brethren in Christ Church, through its Peace, 
Relief, and Service Committee, has been a partner in the work of the 
Mennonite Central Committee. With funds, personnel, and gifts in 
kind the Brethren in Christ church gives support to relief, Pax, Vol-
untary Service, Mennonite Disaster Service, peace testimony, mental 
health, and related services. Congregations and individuals support-
ing this program mail contributions to — 
Clair H. Hoffman, Treasurer 
320 South Market Avenue 
Mount Joy, Pa. 17526 
Printed in the U.S.A. 266 Ik 70M 
